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Gila Monster,
the only poisonous lizard

in the United States-
Found in Arizona and New Mexico

Transportation. The Atchison, Topeka &
Santa Fe Railway system enters the state in
the northeastern section and extends across
it from north to south, following, through a
large part of the way, the valley of the Eio
Grande Eiver, The western branch of this
line extends westward to the Pacific coast and
east to Texas and the Gulf of Mexico. A
branch of the Southern Pacific enters New
Mexico from the east and traverses it in a
southwesterly direction to El Paso, thence
westward into Arizona and then to the
Pacific coast. The other important lines are
the El Paso & Southwestern, the Bock Island
and the Denver & Eio Grande. The total
railway mileage is about 33QOO.

Education. The large number of Spanish-
speaKng residents gave New Mexico a high
rate of illiteracy in the past, but this rate
Is rapidly being lowered as the public school
system is "becoming steadily more efficient
AH children between the ages of seven and
sixteen are compelled to attend school, and
Hie use of the English language is compulsory.

Besides the white schools, with their enroll-
ment of over 75,000 pupils, there are twenty-
six Indian schools maintained by the United
States government. There is a state director
who oversees industrial education, but other
public schools are tinder the supervision of a
state superintendent and local boards of
education. For higher instruction there are
normal colleges at Las Vegas and Silver
City, the University of New Mexico at Al-
buquerque, a school of mines at Socorro, a
military institute at Eoswell, and a college
of agriculture and mechanical arts at Mesilla
Park.

Institutions. The state corrective and
charitable institutions include a hospital for
the insane at Las Vegas, a miners7 hospital
at Eaton, a reform school at Springer, an
asylum for the blind at Alamogordo, and
the state penitentiary at Santa Fe*.

Government. New Mexico is governed
under its first constitution, adopted in 191JL
All amendments to this document must be
ratified by popular vote. The legislative de^